PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE C
HHE )5 ) 45 4 U 2

The Council promotes and supports sustainable consumption through

comparative product testing and dissemination of information which enables

consumers to make environmentally friendly choices, while also encouraging
consumers to help conservation of natural resources and reducing waste.
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Topical Issues on Sustainable Consumption

Over the years, the Council has looked into a number of topics
and issues in relation to sustainable consumption and conducted
comparative product testing, in which environmental parameters
such as energy efficiency, recyclability of products and packaging
materials, durability and emissions of volatile organic compounds
are often incorporated with a view to informing consumers about the
impacts of consumption on health and the environment. The Council
also sends submissions to the Government to support initiatives in
enacting legislations for environmental protection.

Electric Cars Shine in Test Performance

The Council published a report on 39 models of private
vehicles tested by the International Consumer //
Research & Testing (ICRT) in Europe, covering 25
petrol cars, six hybrid cars, five electric cars and |
three diesel cars. I

Overall ratings were based on safety,
environmental performance (energy
efficiency, emission of CO, and other
pollutants), ease of use, engine
and power-train performance, road
behaviour and comfort.

Among the models, the five electric cars generally performed well in
overall rating within their own category; they were at the top of the
overall rating in both the supermini and small family car categories.

The test report reinforced consumer confidence in the wider use
of electric vehicles to help improve roadside air quality and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

USB Power Chargers Vary in Performance

The introduction of USB as the general power supply specification
for small electronic and electrical devices can help reduce possible
wastage of stocking different power supplies with different power
connection designs.
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In the Council’s test on USB power supplies, energy efficiency
measurements were conducted with reference to the current
European Commission Code of Conduct (the Code). In general, no
load energy consumption (when the charger is on standby mode)
and average energy efficiency, measured and deduced from the test
data, were deemed satisfactory.

However, as the Code is due to be tightened in 2016, only a minority
of the tested samples would meet the updated requirements.
Hence, there would be room for improvement in energy efficiency
and consumption for these products.

In order to save energy, the report recommended users to switch off
or unplug the power supply after use.

Corporate Social Responsibility of Tablet PC Brands

The Council joined the ICRT's global survey on
. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) of the tablet
__ personal computer industry, and evaluated
the performance of the individual brands
in addressing CSR issues. Consumers are
encouraged to purchase products from brands
which perform well to protect labour rights and
the environment.

The survey indicated that the top performer had adequate supply
chain policies on ethical, labour and mineral sourcing requirements
and strong measures to improve product lifetime.

Making good use of the Government’s recycling programme for
used desk, portable and tablet computers could help alleviate
the environmental impact created by the disposal of electronics.
Nevertheless, the report recommended that consumers should always
consider repairing to prolong the life of their computers before disposal
so as to reduce waste.

In this aspect, the Council found that some brands did not provide
battery repair/replacement services in Hong Kong, which might
shorten the product life of their tablets.

Recycling of Consumables and
Collaborative Consumption

The Council conducted an overview of the
landscape in the recycling field, and the
findings were both informative and encouraging.

Used clothes were the most common
consumables to be recycled in an organised
system in Hong Kong. The recycled clothes
were donated to people in need not only locally
but also abroad to refugees or those of natural
calamities in Southeast Asian countries. Those
with lower quality would be recycled to make raw
materials or new products.

The study also found that the growing recycling of
used clothes had spawned an emerging collaborative

consumption market for second-hand apparel and fashion.

The Council cautioned that legislative measures might need to
be reviewed to regulate these new economic activities to strike a
balance between the interests of all stakeholders concerned.
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