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WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

The Council promotes and supports sustainable consumption

through comparative product testing and dissemination
of information which enables consumers to make
environmentally friendly choices, and also encourages them to
help conservation of natural resources and waste reduction.

WHAT WE HAVE DONE

In comparative product testing, environmental parameters
such as energy efficiency, recyclability of products and
packaging materials, durability and emissions of volatile
organic compounds are often incorporated with a view to
informing consumers about the use of products and their
impacts on health and the environment. We also send
submissions to the Government to support initiatives in

establishing legislations for environmental protection.

Air Conditioner: High Price May not

Translate into High Energy Efficiency
The Council tested 15 models of window-type room air

conditioners with claimed cooling capacity of 5.0 kW to 5.3 kW.
The results revealed that some models with the higher prices

do not translate info higher energy efficiency.

Regarding cooling capacity, two thirds of the samples (10) were
found to fall below their own claims, with the largest difference
at about 5.1%. On energy efficiency, a difference of about 25%
was found between the samples with the highest and lowest
energy efficiency. In addition, three samples were found to
have energy efficiency grades lower than that indicated on
their energy labels. The Electrical and Mechanical Services

Department was notified of the test findings for follow-up.

Eco-designs of TVs

The Council joined consumer associations in Europe and
published a research report on the eco-design of 12 models
of television which included 32 inch or 42 inch CCFL (Cold
Cathode Fluorescent Lamp) backlight LCD, LED (Light Emitting
Diode) backlight LCD and plasma screen TV models.
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A television contains over 4 000 chemicals and some plasma
TVs have a higher lead content. Chemical analysis conducted
in the project also found that most of the models contained low
level of phthalates and flame retardants. Manufacturers were
urged to be wary of the use of these hazardous chemicals.

While most of the TVs were easy to dismantle, their screens
contained hazardous substances and therefore the screen
materials are seldom recycled or reused. Useful tips in

protecting the environment were also included in the report.

Submission on the Restriction of Sale of

Energy-inefficient Incandescent Light Bulbs
The Council supported the launch of a mandatory scheme to

restrict the supply of energy-inefficient incandescent light bulbs
(ILBs). Lamps of higher energy efficiency would become more

widely used as replacement by restricting the supply of ILBs.

We supported restricting the supply of non-reflector type ILB by
phases through legislation. Non-reflector type ILBs of 25 watt
or above which operates at a single phase electricity supply
of nominal voltage of 220 volts should be covered in the initial

phase of the scheme.

Aside from requiring importers or manufacturers of ILBs to
submit product test reports and updated information to the
Electrical and Mechanical Services Department at reasonable
intervals, the Council suggested conducting surveillance checks/

tests to see if the energy efficiency of ILB products is as claimed.

Registered ILB products should carry appropriate labelling
to enable consumers to identify them easily. An educational
publicity drive should be launched before implementation of

the scheme to raise awareness among the general public.

We also anticipated that more consumers would switch to
use compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs). Though reducing the
power consumption might have beneficial effect, the capacity
of the treatment facility for disposed CFLs in Hong Kong may
not be sufficient to cope with the increasing usage of CFLs and

corresponding expansion in the treatment capacity was urged.

With the shortage of treatment facility, if CFLs were handled
as normal garbage, mercury vapour might leak out and the
potential health risk to rubbish-processing workers should not
be overlooked.
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The Council called for promotion of alternative forms of energy-
efficient lighting (for instance LED lamps) to enable consumers
to make informed choices.

Submission on Extension of the
Environmental Levy Scheme on Plastic
Shopping Bags

The Council provided views in response to the Public
Consultation on Extension of the Environmental Levy Scheme
on Plastic Shopping Bags (PSBs). If the Levy scheme was to
be extended to cover all retailers regardless of their business
scale, any adverse effect to small and medium enterprises in
terms of increase in operational and administrative cost could
be offset if the proposed ‘retention by retailers” approach was
adopted.

We cautioned against the possibility of retailers resorting to
distribution of shopping bags of other materials (e.g. paper) to

get around the requirement to collect the charge.

To ensure there would be no abuse of plastic bags, monitoring
the distribution and use of plastic bags is desirable. It might
be necessary to require some form of reporting by retailers so
that the effect of the Levy Scheme in terms of money charged

or reduction in the number of PSBs distributed can be tracked.

There was health ground to support having non-prepackaged
food separately contained and the proposal to exempt PSBs
that are directly and solely used for food hygiene purpose was
reasonable. There might be misconceptions and confusions
about the PSBs that would fit the criteria. Therefore, the
exemption should be clearly defined.

Education in environmental protection needs have to be
strengthened and the public should be made aware of the
scope of the Levy Scheme and the long-term adverse effect of

disposal of PSBs.

Green Housekeeping
At the Consumer Council Office, every endeavour has been

made to reduce energy and paper consumption through
minimising copying, reusing paper, electronic transfer of
information, the use of energy efficient and environmentally
friendly office equipment and refraining from the use of
materials which are harmful to the environment.
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